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A prerequisite to designing an "Inquiry Study" is "knowing" your class. This is done by completing/reviewing your class   "Learner Profile".  This framework is a guide for the work in developing a Universal Learning Environment (ULE).


Key Understandings:

1.  Government structures, social status, opportunity, and quality of life affect how people in different countries live.

2. There are differences and similarities between the needs and enforcement of the rights of  citizens in our own culture that of citizens in a foreign nation.

3. The future of the world is influenced by the decisions we make now. Each individual can  help drive change and make a difference.
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Essential Questions:

How does my life compare to that of other children in the world? Is it easier or more difficult to live here? Why?

How can I, as one person, help make our world a more peaceful and equitable place to live?

How do countries influence or impact each other?

Why should we worry about the future of other countries if we don’t live there?


Student as Inquirer:
Students will have the choice of any country in the world to study and immerse themselves into. They will decide what is most important to know about this country and find out everything they can about living there. They will also have some choice in presentation, whether it be digital, or written, or performance.
How will you incorporate student voice? How will the instructional design allow for students to generate questions and set the direction of their inquiry. Consider the audience so this work can have real world impact.  
There are multiple audiences:
1.  Showing work to the public   
2.  Showing work to a knowledgeable audience
3.  Showing work that is designed to impact

The Preliminary Pitch:
A one-page student friendly description of the inquiry. The goal here is to hook the students by setting the stage and identifying the problem or issue and the real world context. In addition you may include a description of the product or performance that will require the students to apply the key understandings in an authentic way.  Consider how might you celebrate student success in an authentic way.

Third World Day
Students will be divided up into “children of the world.” Some will be “privileged,” some will be “desperate to survive.” Each student will spend a morning living and working as a child from a chosen country. This could mean that some will wear burqas. Some will live as Royalty, having more privileges than others. Some will live in fear of war or of their belongings being taken away. 
After a morning of living the life of another student, they will reflect on their feelings and their experience.
They will then think about the following questions:

If you could go live anywhere else in the world, where would you go? What if you were forced into moving to a particular country? What would your life be like? Do you have it better or worse living in Canada than other children of the world?


You, after all that you’ve studied this year in grade six, have become inspired to travel the world and to experience the everyday ways of life in other societies. You are curious about the similarities and differences between our Canadian decision making processes and level of participation allowed by governments elsewhere in the world. You wonder about their cultures, beliefs and values and the educational experiences. What are the economic and environmental challenges and strengths of other countries.

Using your knowledge of the rights we hold as Canadian citizens, you are able to analyze the challenges and barriers that others face globally in the enforcement and protection of basic human rights and how this alters their beliefs, values and lifestyles.

It is possible for you to make a difference in any country in the world. How you choose to become involved is up to you, and the level of involvement you think is necessary will drive what you choose to use as a course of action. The smallest gesture can make the biggest difference. This process will not happen overnight and youth (like you) are the future. There are ways to make a difference or create change, in your own communities, in your country and across the world.  Societies are interrelated in infinite ways but awareness is crucial to compassion, empathy, and collaboration.

Of course, you deserve a holiday too! Planning a trip to experience another culture’s food, music and recreation is enticing to you. This is going to be so fun! You can’t wait to come to home with new stories and experiences to share with others.



21st Century Competencies: (Portrait of the 21st Century Learner)
What competencies are required to answer the essential question(s)?

What competencies do they need to understand the “Key Understandings”?

Focus on the key competencies for this inquiry.
	21st C Competencies
	Brief Description

	Critical Thinker
	Understand factors that effect societies’ way of life

	Problem Solver
	

	Innovator
	

	Communicator
	World Market Sharing

	Collaborator
	Students work in pairs to gather information and prepare a presentation
Are accountable to each other for productivity

	Self Directed Learner
	Individual interests and questions will drive travel plans and itinery

	Globally Aware
	Whole project is focused on being globally aware

	Civically Engaged
	Reflecting on our level of participation of citizens in governmental issues

	Information and Media Literate
	research project

	Financially and Economically Literate
	Students to research what drives the economy of their chosen country.
Budget planning of trip activities, and tours










Learning Plan:
	Learning Goal
What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip the students to develop and demonstrate the 
desired understandings?
	Description
What work will the students undertake to meet the learning goal.
	UDL Strategies
How will students show what they know? (Multiple Means of Expression)

How will you ensure that all students are able to access the resources?  (Multiple Means of Representation)

How do you allow for students to have choice?
(Multiple Means of Engagement)
	Balanced Assessment
What Conversations, Observations and Products are you going to collect to gauge learning and inform instructional design?  

	Third World Day
	3rd World Day Role Play
	Role play
	Observation of student understanding of their roles. Conversations and reflections surrounding the roles they were given.

	Teach and reinforce responsible research and resource reliability
	Lesson on responsible research.
	All students will be given the tools through a teacher directed lesson to better identify reliable resources.
	Observations and questions directing the students to reliable sources.

	Project will be given and countries to research will be assigned.
Students will decide on the direction of their research
	Choose country and outline project by submitting a proposal about the questions they will ask and answer, as well as a plan for gathering and sharing the answers to these questions.
	Student choice in country to study. Student choice in questions to ask and direction inquiry will take.
	Proposal will be approved through conference with students.
Ongoing informal assessment through observation will take place as project develops.

	
	Research, record and organize information for 2 project components:
1. Travelogue
2. Marketplace sharing
	Students will have access to internet research, books, interviews (if available). Many different methods will be used to gather information.
	

	
	Submit a 4 entry travelogue citing observations in the country and comparisons to life in Canada
	
	Travelogue as written piece for writing evaluation.

	
	Create a booth to share knowledge and experiences of the country in a world marketplace.
	Students will have wide open choice in presentation methods - written work, trifolds, powerpoint, video, podcast, posters, Prezzi, etc.
	Summative assessment will be based on whether or not the student produced enough information and evidence to answer essential questions.
Did they gather information on country? Did they reflect on “observations”? Did they compare and contrast to life and government in Canada? Did they display grade level expectation in writing, and presentation.
Self evaluation using rubric.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	






Develop Rubrics for Assessment:



Resources:
	(Multiple methods of representation)

What is the accessibility of the resources - how do all students get at the information)

What learning resources will address the needs of all students?








Curriculum / Curricular Outcomes:
Record the General Outcomes mapped into the Key Understandings addressed by the inquiry.
o ELA
o   Express ideas and develop understanding
· use prior experiences with oral, print and other media texts to choose new texts that meet learning needs and interests
· read, write, represent and talk to explore and explain connections between prior knowledge and new information in oral, print and other media texts
· engage in exploratory communication to share personal responses and develop own interpretations
o   Use prior knowledge
· combine personal experiences and the knowledge and skills gained through previous experiences with oral, print and other media texts to understand new ideas and information
· apply knowledge of organizational structures of oral, print and other media texts to assist with constructing and confirming meaning
o   Combine ideas  
· use talk, notes, personal writing and representing, together with texts and the ideas of others, to clarify and shape understanding
o   Generate ideas
· choose life themes encountered in reading, listening and viewing activities, and in own experiences, for creating oral, print and other media texts
o   Structure texts
· determine purpose and audience needs to choose forms, and organize ideas and details in oral, print and other media texts
o   Use a variety of sources
· locate information to answer research questions, using a variety of sources, such as printed texts, bulletin boards, biographies, art, music, community resource people, CDROMs and the Internet
o   Access information  
· use a variety of tools, such as bibliographies, thesauri, electronic searches and technology, to access information skim, scan and read closely to gather information
o   Evaluate sources
· evaluate the congruency between gathered information and research purpose and focus, using pre-established criteria
o   Organize information
· organize ideas and information using a variety of strategies and techniques, such as comparing and contrasting, and classifying and sorting according to subtopics and sequence
· organize and develop ideas and information into oral, print or other media texts with introductions that interest audiences and state the topic, sections that develop the topic and conclusions
 
o   Record information
· make notes on a topic, combining information from more than one source; use reference sources appropriately
· use outlines, thought webs and summaries to show the relationships among ideas and information and to clarify meaning quote information from oral, print and other media sources
o   Evaluate information
· evaluate the appropriateness of information for a particular audience and purpose
· recognize gaps in gathered information, and suggest additional information needed for a particular audience and purpose
 
o   Share ideas and information
· communicate ideas and information in a variety of oral, print and other media texts, such as multiparagraph reports, question and answer formats and graphs select appropriate visuals, print and/or other media to inform and engage the audience
o   Review research process
· establish goals for enhancing research skills
 
o Social Participation as a Democratic Practice
· demonstrate commitment to the well-being of the community by drawing attention to situations of injustice where action is needed
o Research for Deliberative Inquiry
· determine the reliability of information, filtering for point of view and bias
o Communication
· express opinions and present perspectives and information in a variety of forms, such as oral or written presentations, speeches or debates
o Citizens Participating in Decision Making
· Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the dynamic relationship between governments and citizens as they engage in the democratic process.
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